
ENGLISH FOOTPRINTS 

CHAPTER NO.1 

A TRIUMPH OF SURGERY 

 
SHORT ANSWER TYPE IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 
ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS IN 30-40 WORDS: 
 
1. What makes you know that Mrs Pumphrey was a rich lady? 
2. Why did Mrs Pumphrey call the doctor? 
OR Why did Mrs Pumphrey take Tricky to the doctor? 
3. How does Dr Herriot treat Tricky? 
4. Why were the household dogs not interested in Tricky initially? 
5. Why was Dr Herriot confident that Tricky will be in hospital soon? 
6. What was the cause of Trick’s ailment? 
Or 
What was the main cause of `Trick’s ill-health’? 
7. Why did Mr Herriot ask Mrs Pumphrey to admit Tricky in a hospital? 
8. “I think I know a cure for you.” What was the `cure’? 

9. What was the only fault of Tricki as diagnosed by Dr Herriot? 

10. How did the word ‘convalescing’ affect Tricki’s mistress, Mrs Pumphrey? 

11. Why was Dr Herriot tempted to keep Tricki on as a permanent guest? 
12. What excuses did Mrs Pumphrey give for not following Dr Herriot’s advice? What was the effect of 
ignorance? 

13. Wasn’t Mrs Pumphrey an overindulgent but silly and impractical mistress? 

14. Why did Mrs Purnphrey make a frantic call to Mr Herriot? 

15. How did he become an accepted member of the gang and start enjoying the company of the other dogs? 

 
 
LONG/ DETAILED ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS- TO BE ANSWERED IN ABOUT 100 -150 WORDS EACH 
ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS IN 100-120 WORDS: 
 
1. Herriot enjoyed the lavish meal during Trick’s stay but still, he felt compelled to inform Mrs Pumphrey about 
the recovery of Tricky. Why did he not keep Tricky for a longer time? Did he feel concerned for Mrs Pumphrey? 
Was it not in his attitude to break the trust others. Discuss the values he possessed in 100-120 words. 

2.”He had never been known to refuse food; he would tackle a meal at any hour of the day or night.” Herriot 

believed that Trick’s problem was his greed. Did he lack tolerance? What values would you like Tricky to imbibe? 
Elucidate. 

3. Herriot seems to be a duty-bound doctor who values others ’emotions’ than his personal interests. Elucidate 

the above statement. Mention those values of Herriot which you would like to emulate in yourself also and give 
reasons for the same. Write your answer in 100-120 words. 

4. Mrs Pumphrey says, “This is a triumph of surgery.” Why did she say so? Did she know what ‘, Vicki’s ailment 

was? 

5. Dr James Herriot was a competent veterinary surgeon. His practical approach and common sense helped in 

the rapid recovery of Tricki. Comment. 
Or 
Give a character sketch of Dr James Herriot. 

6. Why did Dr James Herriot say that he was tempted to keep Tricki on as a permanent guest? Give a reasoned 

answer. 

7. Describe Tricki’s stay at Dr James Herriot’s surgery, highlighting his behaviour and his rapid recovery. 

8. The foolish indulgence and pampering of the rich mistress, Mrs Pumphrey was the real cause of Tricki’s miserable 

condition. Give a reasoned answer. 

9. The chapter shows the silly and negligent behaviour of rich people like Mrs Pumphrey who may harm their near and dear 

ones by their extra caring nature. Trick’s declined health was the outcome of Mrs Pumphrey’s over-caring nature. Do you think 
such people’s actions can prove to be fatal for the health of their kinds? What values would you suggest to such people to 
emulate in themselves and why? 

10.How did Mrs Pumphrey keep her dog? How did she add to his problems? [2017 (Set-A)] 

OR Tricki was more a member of Mrs Pumphrey’s family than a mere dog. Explain, giving example from the text. 

 


